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lord's hands had been of frequent occurrence during the six-
teenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries. Sometimes whole
villages were destroyed, and the lord became his own capitalist
cultivator. At the time of the French Revolution the position of
the eastern German peasant was unquestionably inferior to that
of the French peasant and inferior also to that of western Ger-
many. Although there were some free peasants, those on the
typical eastern manor were all servile. They were subject to
manorial jurisdiction, and were bound to the soil. They owed
the lord heavy duties, such as the duty to serve with ploughing
cattle, or to do any work required by him. Such services were
supplemented by various dues and payments either in money or
kind. Even the members of the peasant's family were often
bound by servile conditions, obliging them to render services
about the manor house.

The process of emancipation of the peasants in Germany was
a protracted one and did not come with the general abolition of
feudal dues as in France.

Before the French peasants began burning chateaux the abolition
of agrarian servitude or its remains had been discussed by almost
every Government of western Europe. The lesser princes had done
their best. The Dukes of Savoy got rid of feudal dues and servitude
between 1770 and 1780. Denmark began a most important series
of reforms in 1784. For over twenty years the abolition of personal
service and other feudal obligations went on. The Danish peasant
became free: sometimes a freeholder, sometimes a tenant.1

Prussia actually afforded the most striking emancipation
movement in Germany, mainly due to the initiative of Frederick
the Great. On his own property he not only introduced reforms
lightening the services of the peasants, but he also sought to
reform their condition of bodily servitude and to secure for
them the right of inheritance. After the death of Frederick the
Great in 1786 little progress was made until the edicts of 1807-8
under which the peasants acquired the right of landowning and
the freedom to sell land in their possession as they liked. These
were followed by the edicts of 1811, 1816, and 1817, under

1 Clapham, Economic Development of France and Germany.